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Vote for your favorite
Soup, Stew or Chili

Everyone Who Votes Is Automatically Entered to
Win a Gift Card Prize From a Participating Restaurant!

Grab a spoon... it’s National Soup Month! As part of Niagara 
Frontier Publications’ new winter food contest, sample delicious 
dishes from our local restaurants, then nominate and vote for 
your favorite soup, stew or chili. The only requirement is that 
the nominee(s) be Western New York-based. Find complete 
rules online at www.wnypapers.com/2024-soup-contest.

906 Center St., Lewiston

716-215-1350

Let us do the cooking!

HOT CASE $699/lbCarry Out Menu
Monday – Chicken & Biscuits
Tuesday – Breaded Pork Chops
Wednesday – Chef’s Choice
Goulash, Sausage Peppers & Onions, Lasagna
Thursday – Meatloaf
Friday – Fish Fry
Menu subject to change

DiMino’s

IS YOUR KITCHEN FULL OF 
DULL KNIVES?
Then you need Razor Sharp! 

A residential knife 
sharpening service. 

Here is how it works. 
Call me Dan Guido at 

716-799-7134. 
I will pick up 

your dull knives. 
Sharpen them 
immediately, 
then return 

them to you. 

Changes announced at YBPA:
Buteras stepping down; planning underway for 2024

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief
PHOTO BY KEVIN 
& DAWN COBELLO
K&D Action Photo and Aerial Imaging

Tuesday marked a time of 
change for the Youngstown Busi-
ness and Professional Associa-
tion.

YBPA members assembled at 
Ray’s Tavern to hear that Mark 
and Cheryl Butera, owners of An-
chor Spirits in Youngstown – and 
offi cers at YBPA since the early 
2000s – would be stepping down.

This departure marks a signifi -
cant chapter for the Buteras, who 
have held offi cer posts at YBPA 
since 2011, as well as for the asso-
ciation that has part of the River 
Region fabric since its inception 
in 1976. 

The Buteras also announced 
this week they would be putting 
their long-held Anchor Sprits li-
quor store operation up for sale 
and retiring.

“One of the only sure things 
in life is change, and change is 
coming to the Youngstown Busi-
ness and Professional Associa-
tion,” the YBPA stated. “After 13 
years of volunteer service to the 
YBPA, Cheryl and Mark are step-
ping down as offi cers. The list of 
accomplishments is long under 
Cheryl and Mark’s tenure, includ-
ing a membership growth that 
started in the teens to currently 
79 active members, with 13 new 
members this past year.” 

“It is with dragging, dragging 
feet that I agreed to do this,” 
said Melissa Kudel, co-owner of 
Bandana’s Bar & Grill, who an-
nounced she has agreed to take 
over as interim president of YBPA 
from Cheryl Butera, who held 
that offi ce for many years.

Member Maggie Steyn agreed 
to take over Mark Butera’s posi-
tion, as secretary, on an interim 
basis. 

YBPA announced it is accepting 
member nominations for the posi-
tions of president, vice president, 
secretary and two board seats.

“They’ve done so much for us,” 
Kudel said as she pointed to the 

continuing growth of the YBPA 
and its promise for the future.

The announcement was one of 
many made Tuesday, as YBPA’s 
attention turned to planning for 
2024. 

Among the many discussion 
items in planning, YBPA said it 
would again hold its ever-popular 
St. Patrick’s Day parade, complete 
with decorated shopping carts 
down Youngstown’s Main Street, 
on Saturday, March 16. Other 
items included discussions on a 
local eclipse celebration in the vil-
lage; the annual Street Dance and 
Car Cruise set for Thursday, June 
20; ideas for YBPA’s participation 
in the William G. Mayne commu-
nity grant improvement program; 
creation of YBPA’s brochure of 
business and attractions in the 
River Region; the July Porter on 
the Lake Summerfest; and YB-
PA’s yearly recognitions for busi-
ness of the year and community 
service members.

For more on the YBPA, its plans 
and membership opportunities, 
email YBPA@youngstownny.com 
or visit its pages on Facebook.

Interim YBPA President Melissa Ku-
del, right, discusses the association’s 
future with members. She is shown 
with departing offi cers Mark and 
Cheryl Butera.

Growing Business & Community: Upward Niagara Chamber ready for 2024
Many not-for-profi t organiza-

tions operate on a calendar year 
for governance and fi nancials. 
This means that a new budget and 
new board of director terms com-

mence in January. It’s a time for 
organizations to make a lot of “re”
words happen – refresh, regroup, 
reorganize … the list goes on!

After a busy second half of 2023, 

I had a chance to relax and take 
time off in December. This gave 
me an opportunity to enjoy my 
family and focus on how I wanted 
the year to begin at the Chamber. 

The executive board met last 
week in preparation for our fi rst 
meeting of the year, which will 
take place this week. A fi rst of the 
year agenda is full of regroup-
ing. Many organizations go over 

meeting dates, 
policies, confl ict 
of interest forms, 
committee struc-
tures and other 
aspects of board 
duty. We do as 
much of that as 
we can prior to 
the fi rst meeting 
so we can spend 
time on produc-
tive discussions. 

The chamber 
board of directors is made up of 
members in good standing who 
are volunteers. They represent a 
variety of industries in the region 
and bring a wealth of knowledge 
and experience.

At the December membership 
meeting, the following members 
were voted in to serve new terms 
or as new board members/offi -
cers commencing in January.

•3-Year Terms Commencing 
2024

√ Bryan Plunkett – Equitable 
Advisors 

√ Jim Fittante – Fittante Archi-
tecture P.C. 

√ Kyle Heath – KeyBank
√ Lisa Lannon – Lisa Lannon 

Licensed Real Estate Sales Person
√ Sara Liberale – Alpha Align 

Agency
√ Carolyn Moore – Catholic 

Health // Mount St. Mary’s Hos-
pital & Health Center

•Executive Board – 2-Year 
Term

√ Matt Villnave – chairman
√ Jim Fittante – second vice 

chair
The full list of the current board 

of directors is available online at 
www.UpwardNiagara.com. 

A special thank you to our outgo-
ing board members – Fred Blue, 
Lucy Muto and Kris Trunzo – for 
all of their time and dedication 
served on the board. Bill Geiben 
will also be missed as an ex-offi cio 
liaison to the Town of Lewiston. 

Thank you to those who vol-
unteer on boards of not-for-profi t 
organizations. Your commitment 
to the mission of the organiza-
tions you support is important in 
creating the unique fabric of the 
communities we live, work and 
play in.

Jennifer Pauly
President

CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE
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